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September 30, 2020 

Dear Students, Families, Staff, and Community, 

Fall is very much in the air as we enter week four of our Distance Learning Model.  Teachers, 
staff, and parents have worked diligently to adjust to a new learning model for our 
children.  Parents and children have had the opportunity to meet with their teachers in person to 
prepare for a successful start in these last few weeks. 

Through the dedicated efforts and hard work of our Lopez community and San Juan County’s 
virus monitoring and contact tracing, San Juan County has not had a positive COVID-19 case in 
over six weeks.  Overall, COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in our five-county region 
are on the decline.   A topic of discussion at the forefront of my weekly meetings with Mark 
Tompkins and SJC Public Health Officer Dr. Frank James, include dialogue regarding just when 
San Juan County’s public schools can once again safely have students back on campus.  I am 
pleased to say that it appears as if we are getting closer, and that this may soon become a 
reality. Dr. James anticipates providing a recommendation in the next few weeks, provided that 
cases continue to be on the decline in our five-county region.  Once that recommendation is 
made, then discussions with school staff will begin.   Dr. James recommends that schools start 
slowly with In-Person learning for our younger students only (K-3rd grades) and then slowly 
increase.  That being said, Dr. James is very clear that if the we have an uptick in cases, that 
we would return to remote learning.  Lopez will continue to be mindful of options for families, 
thus providing both the In-Person and Virtual learning options at the same time during this 
transition. 

In the meantime, we will send out a survey at the end of this week to families via our electronic 
communication platform regarding our safe return to school. This survey will include family 
challenges with virtual learning, communication, technology supports and assessing those 
families who prefer to continue distance learning. Our goal is to have 100% participation from all 
of our families, students and staff in this survey.  

The conversations of In-Person learning are on the horizon and as we start to prepare for our 
students to return to campus for In-Person learning, rest assured that the district will move 
cautiously and thoughtfully with the safety of our students, families, staff, and community as our 
top priority.  

Respectfully,  

Brian Auckland, Superintendent   
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